PENNINE-PACK PACKAGING COMPLIANCE SCHEME

PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY OBLIGATIONS 
(PACKAGING WASTE) REGULATIONS 2005
A Packaging Compliance scheme operated by

The Green Business Network 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Green Business Network is an independent not for profit body supported by Calderdale MBC, and Kirklees MC. The Green Business Network was established to assist companies situated throughout Calderdale and Kirklees in reducing their environmental impacts.

In adhering to the principles of sustainability we have endeavoured to find local solutions for local problems. This approach has resulted in tangible results that not only reduce volumes of waste transported to landfill, but create new products and employment within the region.
As a result of the requests from locally based companies, the Green Business Network established a Packaging Compliance Scheme called PENNINE-PACK. The compliance scheme is open to all companies situated within the region. PENNINE-PACK would however have the right to refuse membership to the scheme. 

Obligated companies joining the scheme will supply PENNINE-PACK with the relevant information and keep the appropriate records as required under the Regulations. They will also pay an agreed membership fee plus a material levy related to the data form submitted and market prices for PRN’s purchased on their behalf, which may be influenced by market trends. In return PENNINE-PACK will take responsibility for meeting members recovery and recycling obligations in the most cost-effective way.
The Green Business Network has an extensive network of partnerships, which have been established with community groups, waste recyclers and reprocessors, local authorities, enforcement agencies, and the private sector. 

These partnerships will be fully utilised to optimise the following benefits for members of the scheme:

· A cost-effective means of meeting their packaging obligation.

· Access to a local business support network, which investigates best environmental options, co-operation between companies for mutual benefit, and the sharing of examples of best practice.

· Stimulation of the local economy through new job creation.

· Improved public image with local communities.  

The Green Business Network supports a series of local community groups in waste recycling initiatives, and this will be extended by investing scheme funds, where appropriate, in projects which will provide a benefit to members in helping them to meet their obligation.  
The Green Business Network has also established a number of local reprocessors.

The consumer information obligation is met through establishing a Pennine Pack website, which is due to be launched in January 2007.   

FEES

For Small Producers who elect to follow the allocation method:

Annual subscription

£500 
Environment agency Fee 
£345  plus £180 for each of the first 4 subsidiaries. 

£90 for each of the 5th to 20th subsidiary inclusive. £45 for each of the 21st and subsequent subsidiaries. 

For all other Producers

Annual subscription

£600

Environment agency Fee 
£558  plus £180 for each of the first 4 subsidiaries. 

£90 for each of the 5th to 20th subsidiary inclusive. £45 for each of the 21st and subsequent subsidiaries. 
Material Levy
- dependent on the market value
 


As an incentive to submit forms earlier, a rebate of £50 off the cost of membership is to be offered to members who submit their complete data by 1st  March. Fees will be invoiced quarterly, members as having an estimated PRN obligation of less than £1000 PRN’s, will only be invoiced twice per year. Membership and Environment Agency fees must be paid prior to 14th March to allow registration with the Environment Agency.
Consumer Information Obligation is included in the annual subscription.

The renewal date for members will be on or before 1st March each year, with completed dataforms being due before the 14th March to allow more time for us to check members data before submission to the Environment Agency. This will enable PENNINE-PACK to complete the relevant documentation for submission to the Environment Agency. Should any company withdraw from the scheme during the year covered by this subscription, there will be no refund payments made 
The Material Levy is invoiced during the year as PRN’s are purchased.
The Green Business Network has access to extensive expertise in the field of waste minimisation which has already been used to the benefit of local businesses and communities throughout Calderdale and Kirklees, and this combined with local knowledge has enabled us to react positively and practically to identified needs. Wherever possible we will assist companies to minimise packaging to remove them from the Packaging Regulations all together. If you would like more details on PENNINE-PACK, a site visit can be arranged by calling the Green Business Network on 01422 316 661 or Email us via gbn@kirklees.gov.uk . Further information can also be found at: http://www.greenbusinessnetwork.org.uk/packaging/index.html
