The "Halifax" Crocus, Crocus nudiflorus, an autumn-flowering species.

___________________________________________________________________
This species’ original range includes the Alps and Pyrenees, with no intervening colonies.  It occurs in the East Midlands, Derbyshire, Lancashire and West Yorkshire, but nowhere is there more of a cluster of colonies than around Halifax, and its larger Parish area which coincides with the Metropolitan Area of Calderdale. (c.31 colonies.).  It is a Calderdale BAP priority species of unimproved grasslands.
It seems to have been cultivated, as many are within fields, not in the usual places where outlandish plants occur when thrown out with garden rubbish.

It was dubbed the Halifax Crocus in the 19thC when botanists would travel distances to see the swathes of purple bloom on pliable stems among the grass in late September and early October. There is an eye witness account of children gathering "armfuls" from one site in 1912. There was debate in the botanical press about its identification and separation from Colchicum autumnales, the Meadow Saffron, also sometimes referred to as Autumn Crocus, though this is a lily relative, and has a different number of stamens (six in Colchicum, three in Crocus). Meadow Saffron is a misleading name for Colchicum, as this spice is obtained only from the stigma of Crocus species.

Many of the fields are near (around Halifax) lands and houses once owned by the Knights of St John, the Knights Hospitallers. Saffron, which is obtainable from this crocus, was used extensively in medicine in the Middle Ages. In other parts of England, it is associated with monasteries. This is a possible explanation of why it was introduced, probably from South West France, which was under England's rule during part of the Middle Ages. Imported saffron from the Middle east was worth more than its weight in gold, and attracted heavy custom duties. There is evidence of it being smuggled in knife handles.

Within living memory the crocus fields have become a shadow of their former glory. Senior members of Halifax Scientific Society report fields at Holmfield being full of them, where they no longer bloom, though there are a few small colonies nearby. The change from hay to silage, from dairy to beef, and the reseeding of pasture with dense swards of cultivated rye grass all seem to have contributed to its decimation.

It has been attempted to bring together all the separate references to sites into one document, visit all the sites, quantify remaining colonies and identify threats to their continued existence. In the process, with the help of Halifax scientific Society members and others, a few new sites have been found, but many are endangered by development, inappropriate management (like selective weedkillers and chemical fertilisers), and overgrazing. A few corms have been taken into cultivation with permission from private land, to experiment with propagation and saffron production.

In 2009 a member travelled to the home range of the plant in the French Pyrenees to learn about its preferred niches and found it very common on high pastures where cattle and ponies grazed around the flowers on their unfenced (and therefore not intensively farmed) hillsides. 
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